Celtic Briton A.D. 61

During the ' century the Roman occupation of Britain met withofm resistance. One of the most
serious was the Boudican rebellion of A.D. 61. While Roman governor Gaius Suetonius
Paullinus was leading a campaign in North Wales I¢kni tribe rebelled, and many other tribes
joined them.

Boudica's warriors successfully defeated the Roniath Legion and destroyed the capital of
Roman Britain, then at Colchester. They went odesiroy London and Verulamium (St Albans).
Unfortunately for the Britons, Paulinus regrouped aet them in battle, at a site neat Watling
Street. Although badly outnumbered, the Roman faras able to defeat the tribal coalition — the
Boudican uprising had been defeated.

This kit represents one of the tribal warriors timatde up the majority of the British force.
However, it can be used to represent almost antyaC#te first century A.D.

The equipment carried by this figure has been nediéom items held in the British Museum’s
collections. The helmet is based on the Meyrickr®t] which is bronze with enamelled details, and
is of a design that was in use for around 300 yddre scabbard was made from ash-wood bound
with bronze, and was found at Stanwick in Yorkshiree sword, which had red enamelled
decorations was also found in Yorkshire, at Kirkburhe shield fittings were also of bronze, and is
based on a reconstruction by the British Museune. ddgger, with ‘anthropoid’ handle, was also
common to all Celts throughout the ‘La Tene’ period

When building this kit, as with all 90mm metal kitge recommend drilling and pinning the larger
assemblies, and using epoxy glue. One point toisdteat the necks on both heads are slightly



longer than normal, to allow them to be mountecssely for painting. As a result, they may need
trimming or sanding slightly before fitting, forehmost accurate appearance.

When painting, the following quotes from DiodorusuBus may prove useful:
‘The clothing they wear is striking — tunics whichve been dyed and embroidered in various
colours, and breeches; they also wear striped sltagdtened by a brooch on the shoulder, heavy for

winter and light for summer, in which are set cleaitose together and of various hues.’

‘They amass a great quantity of gold which is usearnament... They wear bracelets on their
wrists and arms, and heavy necklaces of solid gold.

‘They wash their hair in lime-water then pull itdkeso that it differs little from a horse’s mane.’

Please note that although Diodorus Siculus retegold, torcs and bracelets of silver, bronze and
iron were also common — varying in value with ttegiss of the wearer.

The lime-washed hair would present a very bleacpgbarance.

In addition British Celts were reputed to paintattoo their bodies with blue dye derived from the
woad plant. There is little information to be hadtbe forms these markings took. Perhaps the most
likely inspiration can be found in the swirling fEaehs common in Celtic art, although stylised
horses and boars were also likely.

There are many useful reference books on the dulij€&xelts. Two easily available and accessible
books are Celtic Warrior 300 BC — AD 100, and Rasrtenemies (2) Gallic and British Celts. Both
books are available from Osprey Publishing.

If you have any questions, or want to discuss apget of this kit, please contact us via email at :

michael@qgrey-army.co.uk




