90mm Samurai, Edo period, 1603-1867 figure Kit.

This 90mm 1/28 scale resin model kit depicts a samurai of the jetind preparing foseppuku
Seppukds a ritualised form of suicide practised by memsha the samurai caste. When
circumstances allowedeppukwould be carried out as a dignified ritual.

The samurai would recruit an assistarkashkunin Contrary to general assumption, almost all
forms ofseppukudo not technically involve suicide, but merelylicting fatal injury upon oneself.
The kaishakunin does the actual killing.

The samurai would ideally commit seppuku in a garolea Buddhist temple. He would dress in his
formal kataginy and seat himself in treeizaposition. A servant would place teanbo(an
unlacquered wooden table) before him. It contaisakaecup, a sheaf okashi(paper handmade



from mulberry bark) and writing accoutrements, #mekozuka(disemboweling blade). This is
typically a bargantoblade. The tang would be wrapped in the unuseeltsiué paper left from
composition of the death poem to provide a bettigx. g

The sake cup is filled from the left, by an attamdasing his left hand. The person committing
seppukuhen empties it in two drinks of two sips each (sipewould show greed, whilst three or
more would show hesitation). This makes a totdbaf sips; shi, "four”, also means "death".

The samurai would then write a death poem innthkastyle (five lines of five, seven, seven, five,
and seven syllables). The poem should be grag&dtural, and about transient emotions.

At this point, the samurai would slip out of his@ugarment and tuck the sleeves under his knees
to support him during the act of cutting. He picisthekozuka and with his other hand picks up
thesanboand places it under his buttocks, to cause hilaao forward slightly in the proper
attitude.

Cutting yourself took various forms. The most comm@s a straight horizontal cut across the
belly, from left to right, with a sharp pull upwardt the end.

At this point, the assistant would strike witkaanato end the samurai’s suffering, before pain
could cause him to compromise his dignity.

The blow was not intended to actually sever thelhlkat to leave it attached by a strip of skin at
the throat.

After the person committingeppukus finally, thesanbq thekozuka and thekatanaare all
discarded — they have been defiled by death.

Appearance.

The Samurai’s hair is in tHatatsu-orimage style, a double folded hair knot. He is clg@aven, as
facial hair was forbidden during this period. Helisssed in a formal outfit, known k@mishimo

This consists of a wide-shouldereataginuupper garment, combined witlagabakamaworn over
akosode Often the outfit would be white faeppukyalthough coloured garments were acceptable
during the Edo period. THeataginuwould incorporate the wearer’s family emblem, tgbiy on

both breasts and the upper back ofkagginy the rear of the belt, and sleeves ofkbsode.

Recommended reading.

If you have an interest in modelling samurai, | baghly recommend Samurai: Arms, Armour,
Costume by Mitsuo Kure (ISBN-13: 978-0-7858-2208+03 an excellent, lavishly illustrated work
with multiple views of 48 different outfits from tbughout Japanese history.

If you have any questions, or want to discuss apget of this kit, please contact us via email at :

michael@qgrey-army.co.uk




